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NIDHMA Clinic Article Run in North Idaho Saddle Mule Club Newsletter


Received from Michelle Overmyer





	An article about our driving clinic was run in the NISMC Newsletter. Here are the wonderful words they used to describe the great efforts of the association and the end results of the clinic. Article written by Paul & Chris Miller.


“On May 2 & 3, NlDHMA (North Idaho Draft Horse & Mule Association) put on a clinic in Colfax, WA. For a mere $45 for the weekend, (which included both a NlDHMA membership & 5 excellent meals with beverages), you received excellent instruction, and lots of drive time. Those that attended the clinic were grade school through adult. 


Saturday, after breakfast, they split everyone into approx 6 groups of 6 each. Every hour and 15 minutes, you would rotate stations. The stations were: Braiding/Grooming, Harnessing, Hitching/unhitching, driving (single), driving (team), & showmanship. Drive time also included in the hitching station. During the day, they also had snacks & beverages available. 


Sunday, was a little less structured, but no less educational. We were shown what a judge would be looking for in a driving class (with a team of 4). They also covered the tying of animals. An indoor obstacle course was set up & with different hitches we went through: a serpentine, a 360, and backing of the animals. It was fun and challenging, especially to someone who hadn't driven before. All of the instructors were helpful & patient! There were plenty of instructors & opportunities to ask questions. 


I went to the clinic hoping to get a "little drive time" in, but what I got was a full weekend of driving 9 different hitches, split fairly evenly between singles/ team, & horse / mule & carts/wagons. All of the animals, both horses & mules were wonderful to drive. The clinic was well planned & executed. My husband liked it so much as an observer, next year, he plans to participate. Though I went there without any prejudices, I came away with a preference-I liked the mules!








	








Member News


Received from Sy Thompson





We are sorry to inform the association that we have had two great alumni pass away earlier this spring. John Richardson of Stites, ID, passed away in May due to cancer. John was one of the original founders of NIDHMA. Gene Yerton of Tiger Meadowes, WA, also passed away recently. He showed Percherons for many years. We send our condolences to their families and honor the work they have done for the association. 


	Another great tragedy recently occurred to an active participant in the association. Bob Donnely from California recently suffered a great loss. Apparently, a cigarette that was tossed out the window of a vehicle caught the roadside brush afire, which easily spread. It reached Donnely’s field and quickly engulfed his fence and barn. Inside the barn, he lost all of his harness sets, including a brand new set from MidWest Harness, 70 collars, two tractors, 60 tons of hay, and his metal shop. One horse was burned badly and had to be put down immediately. MidWest heard about the calamity and is making and shipping a new set of harness to Bob for free. Many friends and neighbors have stepped up to help clean up the mess, and a friend gave Bob another horse. Bob and his family are in awe of all the caring and help from their friends and neighbors. Bob was the ring steward for many years at Sandpoint and just a good all around fellow. We send our greatest wishes and hope to the Donnely Family. 








Ambassador Applications and Tryouts





Calling all youth!! Applications for this year’s Ambassador title will be due ______. Criteria, applications and scorecards are available on the website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.idahodrafthorseshow.com" �www.idahodrafthorseshow.com� under the “Show Forms” tab. This position will give you great leadership, public speaking, and advertising skills. It looks great on all applications and will provide you with an eventful time! Please contact Charlotte VandeKamp for more information. � HYPERLINK "mailto:jcking@centurytel.net" �jcking@centurytel.net�  or (509) 235-2013 Tryouts and tests will be held during this year’s show.

















From The President’s Desk…


Received from Archie Triber








I know this is a busy time of the year for all of us.  Shoeing, driving, grooming horses and mules and getting ready for the shows, parades, weddings and whatever else may come our way.





Our driving clinic was a huge success.  I would like to thank the committee, Terry Maple, Joy Crupper, Michele Overmyer, Charlotte Vandecamp, and Sandy Wessling.  Also thanks to the  instructors, Don & Betty Nagle, Todd & Karen Bohnet, Dan & Terry Seymour, Mike & Roxanna Nagle, Jon & Jonelle Overmyer, Joy Crupper, Jay Frank, Donna Flynn, Terry Batterman, Darin Nagle, Brandon Moore, Stan Reibold, Chuck Maple, Charlotte Vandecamp, Chad & Anna Boyd.


We gained 23 new members.  Terry is writing a separate article on the details of the clinic – but job well done!





This article also contains members that were in the news!  Any publicity is a big plus and will hopefully draw more to our show this year.





Our show committee has done an outstanding job and everything is on target.  Our judge this year is Thad Newmann.  And our great announcer, Lee Daggett, will be back.





We are having excellent response from our vendors and sponsors.  Premium books have been mailed out.  There are a few changes and they are high-lighted in the book.  We hope you will encourage your friends to participate at the show this year.





Our sale committee has also been busy.  Check out our website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.idahodrafthorseshow.com" ��www.idahodrafthorseshow.com� for updated forms and information.  We have had lots of interest in the private treaty tack and equipment sale.  The committee has also approved some excellent advertising to let people know about the private treaty sales.





We want to again thank the McGibbon family for donating our Clydesdale raffle filly this year.  Her picture is on the website and tickets are available.  She will be available for the Coeur d’alene Fair in August.





This show is really a team effort and I am proud and thankful to have so many volunteers that give their time to make this show successful.





Mark your calendars for Set-Up Day September 19th. Lunch will be served for all you hard-working volunteers.  Hope to see you there!








�


Archie Triber


President








Clydesdale Raffle Filly





This year’s raffle filly is a Clydesdale and is under the care of Carlaw Clydes. She is a beautiful little filly that will be halter broke and trained to lead. Her name is Maple (Carlaw’s Canadian Maple). Tickets are still One Dollar and she is available for display at the North Idaho Fair & Rodeo, August 26-30.  
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appearance of Monty, the University of Montana mascot, on the wagon, too. Billy is looking forward to attending his 70th class reunion from Montana State University this summer; he graduated with a degree in animal husbandry from there in 1939. Griz Monty and Bobcat Billy managed to control their animosities, and the parade went off without a hitch - or a rain cloud!  











Big Parade in Corvalis, MT


Received from Helen Eden 





May 27th was kind of a cool day for mules, muleskinners, and good old boys in Corvallis, Montana. For the uninitiated, Corvallis's biggest event of the year is its Memorial Day Parade. (For the Edens, it opens hitching season; it even means giving our mules their first bath of the year, no matter how nasty the weather!) This year Jack was honored to haul his teamster-friend Billy Hoblitt in the parade. Between 93-year-old Billy and 80-year-old Jack, there's more than 170 years of teamster experience! Making the even more special was the 
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Novice Driving Clinic a HUGE Success!


Received from Terry Maple





	Our first Novice Driving Clinic was held on May 2&3 at Colfax, and the Youth Program committee feels it was a huge success. There were about 36 participants and they seemed very enthusiastic. Many thank you's to all the volunteer instructors; some NIDHMA members, and some not. But everyone put forth a marvelous effort and even the rain could not dampen their enthusiasm. We all just moved to the indoor arena on Sunday. The meals were wonderful. The areas covered were: Showmanship & Grooming, Braiding, Harnesses and Harnessing, Hitching, Driving Singles, Driving Teams. Our committee worked very hard on this clinic, the first ever open to the public and we are certainly pleased at the outcome. The committee will be meeting soon to review evaluations from the clinic participants and the instructors. Thanks everyone!! 
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